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On completion of this lesson, students will be able

1. To know the life story of Mark Twain

2. To master the rhetorical devices that are used in the text

3. To grasp some useful writing skills

教
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点

和

难

点

1. Life experiences and works of Mark Twain

2. Euphemism, antithesis and hyperbole

3. Standards of a good biography

思考题

或

作 业

1. Have you ever read some of the works of Mark Twain? What do you

think of his works, esp. his masterpieces: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn?
2. What kind of author Mark Twain is?

教学内容与组织安排



PARTONE GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE TEACHING PLAN
I. Time Allotment
1. Preview-checking; Reviewing of exposition 1class hour
2. Background Introduction 1class hour
2. Text Appreciation; Detailed Discussion of the Text 7class hours
3. Evaluation and Translation 1class hours
II. Strategies and Activities
1. Dictation is used to check the preview of the new words.
2. Students presentation is needed to explain their learning plan, including the keys points,
the difficult points, the puzzling points, and the worthily discussed statements, etc.

3. Questions are largely used to help, to check, and to judge students’ understanding of the
text.

4. PPT and video are applied to assist illustration.
5. Class discussion is necessary for a better understanding of the text.
6. Students are required to find more cultural information from the library and the internet.
III. Requirement
1. Before the class students are expected to thoroughly read the text and try to grasp the
main idea of this article, to read the notes and questions for comprehension, to remember
the new words and to try to conclude the main idea of each paragraph.

2. Try to divide the text into several parts and each group is required to analyze one part.
3. Take notes in class and try to learn actively under the guidance of the teacher.
4. Do the assignment earnestly and punctually.
IV. Evaluation
Quiz will be arranged to check whether or not students can achieve the teaching aim on

completion of this lesson.
PART TWO TEACHING PLAN OFTHE TEXT

I. Preview-checking
Howells said: “I knew them all and all the rest of our sages, seers, critics, humorists. ‘they were like

one another and like other literary men’ , but Clemens was sole, incomparable, the Lincoln of our
literature.”

Who is Clemens? Clemens is the real name of Mark Twain. All of us are familiar with Mark Twain, a
great literature giant of America. Can you name of the works written by Mark Twain? Do you know his
real name?
Some students will be invited to answer the questions.
II. Background information
1. The legendary experiences of Mark Twain. (15 mins)
Born in Florida, Missouri. Samuel Langhorne Clemens
At 4, move to Hannibal, a small township on the Mississippi (continued to live there till 18)
At 12, left school ( ended formal education because of his father death in 1847)
Printer apprentice
Journeyman printer
Steamboat journey down the Mississippi - met the captain - became a licensed pilot at 22
An army volunteer
A gold prospector



A timber speculator
A journalist
1863, got his pseudonym: Mark Twain
Married in 1870, and moved to Hartford, Conn.
He died in 1910.

2. Mississippi River
The “Father of Waters” the Mississippi River is one of the longest in the world. According to the United
States Army Corps of Engineers, if it is measured from the Upper Red Rock Reservoir—which leads to its
longest branch, the Missouri—the Mississippi flows 3,658 miles (5,887 kilometers) to the Head of Passes
in the delta.
The Great Mississippi River Basin refers to the large area walled in by the Appalachian mountains on the
east and the Rocky Mountains on the west. To the north it reaches Canada while in the south it borders on
the Gulf of Mexico, covering a distance of some 2,000 kilometers in width. This area is so large that it
takes up about half of the large continental United States. Rivers rising in both mountain chains flow
toward each other down the sloping sides of this vast bowl, emptying into the mighty Mississippi River,
the “Father of Waters”. The carryings of the rivers make the soil in this area very rich. Its large size and
rich soil have enabled this area to become the “Barn of America”.

3. The Gold Rush
It was one of the most significant events in California history. It brought people from all over the United
States and the world in search for gold.
Some students will be required to talk about what they know about gold rush.

4. Mark Twain’s works
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Published in England several months before distribution in the United States, Tom Sawyer still
remains Twain's top-selling book, considered a popular classic for all ages. Ironically, Twain wrote to his
publisher: "It is not a boy's book, at all. It will only be read by adults. It is only written for adults." The
novel describes the youthful adventures of the young protagonist, who embodies the ideal of American
youth during the frontier era that preceded Industrialization. Critics agree that the story is often
overshadowed by the novel's sequel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; but there is no doubt that Tom
Sawyer is considered among one of the greatest pieces of American fiction, particularly with Twain's
exceptional ability to capture the "idylls of boyhood" with such vivid and dramatic detail.
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

It has become famous not only as one of Twain’ s greatest achievements, but also as a highly
controversial piece of literature. In certain Southern states, the novel was banned due to its extensive
criticism of the hypocrisy of slavery. Others have argued that the novel is racist due to the many
appearances of the word “nigger.” Unfortunately, the connotations of this word tend to override the
novel’s deeper antislavery themes, and prevent readers from understanding Twain’s true perspective. In
Twain’ s time, this word was used often and did not carry as powerful a racist connotation as it does
currently. Therefore, in using the word, Twain was simply projecting a realistic portrayal of Southern
society. Undoubtedly, it is highly significant due to its deep exploration of issues surrounding racism and
morality, and continues to provide controversy and debate to this day, evidencing the continued relevance
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of these concepts.

Innocent Abroad
It is one of the most prominent and influential travel books ever written about Europe and the Holy

Land. In it, the collision of the American “New Barbarians” and the European “Old World” provides
much comic fodder for Mark Twain—and a remarkably perceptive lens on the human condition. Gleefully
skewering the ethos of American tourism in Europe, Twain’s lively satire ultimately reveals just what it is
that defines cultural identity. As Twain himself points out, “Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men
and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s lifetime.”

The celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
It was one of Twain's earliest writings, and helped establish his reputation as a humorist. He

eventually included it as the title story in his first collection of tales.

III. Text Appreciation; Detailed Discussion of the Text
A. Analysis of the text
1. Preparation questions:
What kind of writing is the text?
Biology

A biography is a description or account of someone’s life and the times, which is
published in the form of a book or an essay or in films. An autobiography is a
biography of a person’s life written or told by that same person. It is more than a list
of impersonal facts, it also portrays the subject’ s experience of those events. It
presents the subject’s story, highlighting various aspects of his life, including details
of experiences or an analysis of the subject’s personality.

A biography is real. It put emphasis on man’s personality rather than merely on listing his
accomplishments. Most biographies are written in chronological order.

1. What makes the person special?
2. What kind of effect did he have on the world?
3. What are the adjectives you would most use to describe him?
4. What examples from his life illustrate those qualities?
5. What events shaped or changed the person’s life?
6. Did he overcome obstacles?

Here are the facts that should be included in a biography.
So, a conclusion can be drawn that lesson 9 is a piece of successful biography.

Compound nouns and compound adjectives are used to add accuracy of the text.
2. The organization of the essay
Part I. (par.1) A general introduction of Mark Twain
Part II. (par.2-20) Mark Twain's main experiences and works
Part III. (par.21-22) Mark twain's disappointment in human life in later years
Detailed Study of the Text （75 mins)
3. Detailed Study of the Text

Part 1
1) Questions for comprehension:
1. Paraphrase the first sentence.
2. Identify and explain the metaphor in the first sentence.
3. What is the implication of the two adjectives "eternal" and "endless"?



4. Why was Twain said to be adventurous, patriotic, romantic, and humorous?
5. what did the author mean by " I found another Twain..."?
6. Identify and explain the metaphor in the last sentence.
2)Important words and expressions:
Idyllic: an idyllic place or time is very beautiful, happy, and peaceful, with no problems or

dangers
idyllic setting/surroundings/scene etc .If you want old-world tradition in an idyllic setting,

this is the hotel for you.

Patriotic: having or expressing a great love of your country
At Llewellyn‘s funeral service, she was remembered as a patriotic American who had served

her country well.

Tragedy: a very sad event, that shocks people because it involves death
The tragedy happened as they were returning home from a night out.
a serious play or book that ends sadly, especially with the death of the main character

opposite, comedy; 'Hamlet' is one of Shakespeare's best known tragedies.

Cynical: unwilling to believe that people have good, honest, or sincere reasons for doing
something

a cynical view of human nature
cynical about
The public is cynical about election promises.

be obsessed with: be distressed by

Part 2
Para.2
1) Questions for comprehension:
1. What is the main idea of this paragraph?
2. Give a brief account of Twain's experience before he became a writer.
3. How did he adopt his pen name?
4. Why can we say Twain is still a popular writer?
2) Important words and expressions:
Starry-eyed: happy and hopeful about things in a way that is silly or unrealistic.
Starry-eyed young actresses
And that is exactly what all you starry-eyed guys do, that get married young.

Optimist: someone who believes that good things will happen
opposite pessimist He's an eternal optimist (=he always believes that good things will

happen) .
The perennial optimists would say that this is because of consumer demand
Acid-tongued:
an acid remark uses humor in an unkind way to criticize someone; sharp ,sarcastic in speech.
I was expecting another of his acid-tongued remark, but he remained silent.

Para(3-5): Twain’s Experience of being a River Pilot

1) Questions for comprehension:



Para.3
1. Where was the main channel of transportation in his childhood?
2. What does “major commerce” refer to?
3. What do you know about “Westward expansion”?
Para.4
1.Paraphrase the second sentence. Explain the metaphorical meaning of “cast of characters”

and “cosmos”.
2. What kind of stories did he hear on the steamboats?
3. What does it mean by “medicine show’?
4. Paraphrase the last sentence and identify the figure of speech used in it.
Para.5
1. What did “the main current” and “flotsam” refer to?
2. What did he learn on steamboats? What effect did this experience have on his writing?
3. Paraphrase “of the difference between what they claim to be and what they really are”.
2) Important words and expressions:
Participate: to take part in an activity or event
Some members refused to participate.
participate in
Everyone in the class is expected to participate actively in these discussions.
They welcomed the opportunity to participate fully in the life of the village.

Abundant: something that is abundant exists or is available in large quantities so that there is
more than enough

opposite; scarce / an abundant supply of fresh water
abundant opportunities for well qualified staff

Feud: an angry and often violent quarrel between two people or groups that continues for a
long time

feud over / a bitter feud over territory
feud with/between
a feud between rival drug organizations

Savage:
very violent or cruel
a savage dog a savage murder
criticizing someone or something very severely
a savage attack on the government

Teem:
teem with somebody/something; phrasal verb
to be very full of people or animals, all moving about
The island was teeming with tourists.
British English： if it is teeming with rain, it is raining very heavily
Flotsam: broken pieces of wood and other things from a wrecked ship, floating in the sea or

scattered on the shore; unemployed people.
He would walk along the beach collecting the flotsam and jetsam that had been washed

ashore.
Things that people no longer want and so throw away works of art made from the flotsam

and jetsam of everyday life people who are very poor and do not have jobs or homes



Camps were set up to shelter the flotsam and jetsam of the war.

Acknowledge: to admit or accept that something is true or that a situation exists
The family acknowledges the need for change.
acknowledge that
He acknowledges that when he's tired he gets bad-tempered.
Claire acknowledged that she was guilty.

Acquaintanceship: your experience or knowledge of a subject a slight friendship with
someone

Sheridan had struck up an acquaintanceship with Giles (=had met him and became friendly
with him) .

Para 6
Questions:

Why did he leave the river?
Why did he leave the army?
What’s the writer’s purpose of quoting the remarks of Mark Twain?
Para 7
succumb to: yield to, submit to
to sb’s gratitude:
Para 8
Students are required to paraphrase the first and the second sentence of this paragraph.
Para 9
Paraphrase the remarks of Mark Twain
Para 10-11
Students are required to retell the main idea of the article that determined Twain’s course

forever according the entry listed by Mark Twain.
Para 12-13
Why did the book become the instant best-seller?
Share some sentence from the book with the students.
Para 14-19
How did Tom Sawyer come into being?
How is the book evaluated?
How would you comment on Twain’s language style in Huckleberry Finn?
Why is the book Huckleberry Finn considered to be the best ever written about Americans?
Part 3
Why is Mark Twain so depressed in the late years of his life?
Comment and translate the remarks of Mark Twain in the last paragraph.

B. Discussion
1. Of Mark Twain and Winston Churchill, which one do you admire?
2. Retell the major experiences of Twain’s life?
C. Rhetorical devices used in the text
Hyperbole

Hyperbole is a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used to emphasize a point, to
create humor, or to achieve some similar effects.
For example,
1) She was scared to death.



2) I’d give the world to see the Great Wall.
3) I told you a thousand times that you shouldn’t behave like that.
4) Belinda smiled, and the world was gay. ( A Pope)
5) Her beauty made the bright world dim. (Shelley)
6) I’m sick to death of your everlasting chatter. Do be quiet.
7) I have a sea of trouble.
8) You are my lifesaver.（ 你是我的救命恩人）

9) You are 100% right.
10) My back kills me.（ 我的腰痛的厉害）

11) I could sleep for a whole year.（我太困了）

12) His amusing performances brought the house down.
13) One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters.
（一个父亲的作用大于 100个教师）

14) It’s crime to stay inside on such a beautiful day.
（今天阳光明媚，躲在家里实在太可惜了。）

15) A drop of ink may make a million think.
（ 一滴墨水写成的文字可让千万人思索。

16）His eloquence would split rocks.
17) Her forehead is boiling hot.
18) I had millions of interruption this morning.
19) She is dying to know what job has been assigned her.
20) I love Ophelia: forty thousand brothers could not, with all their quality of love.
Euphemism

Euphemism is a figure of speech in which indirect words or phrases are used instead of
those that are strictly required by truth, or in which mild words and phrases are used instead
of unpleasant ones.

For example:
1) If you will allow me , I will call your carriage for you .
2) He is a bit off his head.
3) He was now living at government’s expense.
4) He is a bit slow for his age.
5) He passed away for a few years.
6) I am getting on years.
7) The child is a slow learner (under-achiever).
8) Excuse me. I've got to answer the nature’s cali(use the bathroom; wash one’s hands; go to
the toilet.).
9) military action=invasion, raid
lay off, ease out = dismiss, sack
out of pocket, badly off = penniless
in embarrassing obligation = in debt
senior citizens = old people
sanitation worker; environmental engineer = dustman
emotional disturbed = mad
weight-watchers = fat people



business girl = prostitute
Antithesis

Antithesis is the deliberate arrangement of contrasting words or ideas in balanced
structural forms to achieve force and emphasis. The form of the expression is very important
for the effect, for the force of emphasis, whether for profundity of judgment, or humor or for
satire, depends chiefly on the juxtaposition of direct opposites, of glaring contrasts:

For example,
1) Crafty men condemn studies; simple men admire them; and wise men use them.
2) Speech is silver, silence is golden.
3) It was the best of times; it was the worst of times; it was the age of wisdom, it was the age
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of
Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of Hope, it was the winter of Despair,
we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven,
we were all going direct the other way. (Dickens ----- A Tale of Two Cities)
这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代；这是一个最聪明的时代。也是一个最愚昧的时代；

这是一个相信的时代，也是一个怀疑的时代，这是一个光明的时代，也是一个黑暗的时

代......这是主后一千七百七十五年的时代。

All the students are required to read the examples of each rhetorical device aloud and
understand the rhetorical devices contained in those sentences. Then five minutes will be
given for them to make up sentences containing those rhetorical devices.
IV. Evaluation and Translation
A. Quiz
B. Translation(paragraph 1)


