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Lesson 9 

Mark Twain—
    Mirror of America



I knew them all and all the rest 
of our sages, seers, critics, 
humorists “they were like one 
another and like other literary 
men”, but Clemens was sole, 
incomparable, the Lincoln of our 
literature.

   ----Howells
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Mark Twain
(1835-1910)

uAmerica’s most 
famous humorist and 
the author of popular 
and outstanding 
autobiographical 
works, travel books 
and novels, founder 
of critical realism.
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Lifetime

v Born in Florida, Missouri. Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens 

v At 4, move to Hannibal, a small township 
on the Mississippi (continued to live there 
till 18)

v At 12, left school ( ended formal 
education because of his father death in 
1847)

v Printer apprentice
v Journeyman printer
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u Steamboat journey down the Mississippi  
met the captain became a licensed pilot at 
22

u An army volunteer
u A gold prospector
u A timber speculator
u A journalist
u 1863, got his pseudonym: Mark Twain
u married in 1870,and moved to Hartford, 

Conn. 
u He died in 1910.
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Mark Twain
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Mark Twain’s Birthplace
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Mark Twain’s House
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His Family
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His Family
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Mississippi River

u The “Father of Waters” 
the Mississippi River is 
one of the longest in the 
world. According to the 
United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, if it 
is measured from the 
Upper Red Rock 
Reservoir—which leads 
to its longest branch, 
the Missouri—the 
Mississippi flows 3,658 
miles (5,887 
kilometers) to the Head 
of Passes in the delta. 
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the Mississippi River Basin

u The Great Mississippi River Basin refers to 
the large area walled in by the Appalachian 
mountains on the east and the Rocky 
Mountains on the west. To the north it 
reaches Canada while in the south it borders 
on the Gulf of Mexico, covering a distance of 
some 2,000 kilometers in width. This area is 
so large that it takes up about half of the 
large continental United States. Rivers rising 
in both mountain chains flow toward each 
other down the sloping sides of this vast 
bowl, emptying into the mighty Mississippi 
River, the “Father of Waters”. The carryings 
of the rivers make the soil in this area very 
rich. Its large size and rich soil have enabled 
this area to become the “Barn of America”.
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the Mississippi River Basin
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Mississippi River
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Mississippi River
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Tramp Printer
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Virginia City Territorial Enterprise

u Published in Virginia City, 
Nevada, the Territorial 
Enterprise（领土开发报） is 
probably best known for 
employing Mark Twain as a 
journalist. Yet the newspaper 
printed more than just the 
colorful articles of this 
American icon. This database 
is a collection of notices of 
births, marriages, and deaths 
from the newspaper between 
1886 and 1892. With nearly 
4000 records, this collection 
includes information 
regarding parents, date of 
event, place of birth and 
death, county in which the 
event took place, and 
residence. Extracted from 
microfilm of the original 
newspaper, this database can 
be a great aid to uncovering 
information about Nevadan 
ancestors. Company Logo



Virginia City Territorial Enterprise

u Today very few copies of 
the Territorial Enterprise 
from Mark Twain's days 
exist. Much of Twain's 
writing for the Enterprise 
survives only as undated 
clippings from his 
personal scrapbooks or 
as reprints from 
contemporary 
newspapers of his time. 
In many cases only 
fragments of the original 
contribution are all that 
can be found. This 
collection, therefore, 
should not be considered 
as a comprehensive list. 
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u "To find a petrified man, or break a stranger's 
leg, or cave an imaginary mine, or discover some 
dead Indians in a Gold Hill tunnel, or massacre a 
family at Dutch Nick's, were feats and calamities 
that we never hesitated about devising when the 
public needed matters of thrilling interest for 
breakfast. The seemingly tranquil ENTERPRISE 
office was a ghastly factory of slaughter, 
mutilation and general destruction in those days."

u- Mark Twain's Letters from Washington, 
Number IX, Territorial Enterprise, March 7, 
1868 Company Logo



 Gold Rush 
   The California Gold 

Rush (1848 to 
1859) 

   The Gold Rush was 
one of the most 
significant events 
in California 
history. It brought 
people from all 
over the United 
States and the 
world in search 
for gold. 

Back
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Gold Rush

u 十九世纪初，美国展开一场
向西部扩张的西进运动，一
批批冒险家纷纷向太平洋西
岸推进。加利福尼亚发现金
矿的消息被证实后，引发另
一波的移民潮，人们放下手
边的工作涌向圣弗朗西斯科
，试图一圆淘金的梦想。 
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Gold Rush
u 在加利福尼亚发现金矿的

消息被证实后，美国沸腾
，世界震撼。近在咫尺的
圣弗朗西斯科最先感受到
淘金热的冲击,几乎所有的
企业都停了业，海员把船
只抛弃在圣弗朗西斯科湾
，士兵离开了他们的营房
，仆人离开了他们的主人
，涌向金矿发现地；农民
们典押田宅，拓荒者放弃
开垦地，工人扔下工具，
公务员离开写字台，甚至
连传教士也抛弃了他们的
布道所，纷纷前往加利福
尼亚。在一八四八年六月
时，圣弗朗西斯科一半的
房子已人去楼空，两家报
刊因排字工人离去和订户
的离散而不得不停刊，连
在美国海军「安妮塔号」
军舰上也仅剩下六名水兵
。 Company Logo



Jeans—Gold Rush

u 牛仔裤起源于美国西部，是美
国的国粹，这大概无人异议。
1848年加利福尼亚发现金矿，
世界各地的人们蜂拥而至，美
国一时出现了著名的“淘金热”。
最令那些淘金者头痛的是，他
们穿的裤子用不了几天就被锋
利的矿石磨破了。当时有个商
人名叫利拜·斯特劳斯，他正好
来到旧金山，在淘金热中发现
了难得的商机。斯特劳斯以做
帐篷用的帆布为原料，制作出
既结实耐磨又便宜的低腰直筒
矿工裤，这就是牛仔裤的最早
原型。后来，质地坚硬的帆布
牛仔裤被较为柔软的粗斜纹棉
布牛仔裤所取代。 
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Mark Twain’s works

uTom Sawyer
u  Huckleberry Finn
uThe Mysterious stranger
u  Innocents Abroad
uThe Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
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Tom Sawyer

u Published in England several 
months before distribution in the 
United States, Tom Sawyer still 
remains Twain's top-selling book, 
considered a popular classic for all 
ages. Ironically, Twain wrote to his 
publisher: "It is not a boy's book, 
at all. It will only be read by 
adults. It is only written for 
adults." 

u The novel describes the youthful 
adventures of the young 
protagonist, who embodies the 
ideal of American youth during the 
frontier era that preceded 
Industrialization. Critics agree that 
the story is often overshadowed 
by the novel's sequel, The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; 
but there is no doubt that Tom 
Sawyer is considered among one 
of the greatest pieces of American 
fiction, particularly with Twain's 
exceptional ability to capture the 
"idylls of boyhood" with such vivid 
and dramatic detail. Company Logo



Tom Sawyer

u This sense of innocence and 
youthfulness that pervades the 
work is in extreme contrast 
with the pessimistic attitude 
for which Twain was known. 
Made popular by his sayings 
and anecdotes as much as his 
works of literature, the author 
often doted upon the weak 
nature of man, citing his 
inherent selfishness and his 
obsession with monetary 
value. As an idealist who saw 
his ideals betrayed by a 
morally corrupt society, Twain 
seems to use Tom as a symbol 
of the transition between the 
world of adults and children, 
the society where justice is 
served versus a social network 
lacking all scruples. 
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Huckleberry Finn

u First published in America in 
January 1885, it has always 
been in trouble. According to 
Ernest Hemingway, it was the 
"one book" from which "all 
modern American literature" 
came, and contemporary 
critics and scholars have 
treated it as one of the 
greatest American works of 
art. Of all MT's novels, it was 
also the one that sold best at 
its initial appearance. On the 
other hand, it was condemned 
by many reviewers in MT's 
time as coarse and by many 
commentators in our time as 
racist. In 1885 it was 
banished from the shelves of 
the Concord Public Library, an 
act that attracted a lot of 
publicity and discussion in the 
press. Company Logo



Huckleberry Finn
u It  has become famous not only as one 

of Twain’s greatest achievements, but 
also as a highly controversial piece of 
literature. In certain Southern states, 
the novel was banned due to its 
extensive criticism of the hypocrisy of 
slavery. Others have argued that the 
novel is racist due to the many 
appearances of the word “nigger.” 
Unfortunately, the connotations of this 
word tend to override the novel’s 
deeper antislavery themes, and 
prevent readers from understanding 
Twain’s true perspective. In Twain’s 
time, this word was used often and did 
not carry as powerful a racist 
connotation as it does currently. 
Therefore, in using the word, Twain 
was simply projecting a realistic 
portrayal of Southern society. 
Undoubtedly, it  is highly significant 
due to its deep exploration of issues 
surrounding racism and morality, and 
continues to provide controversy and 
debate to this day, evidencing the 
continued relevance of these concepts. Company Logo
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Innocent Abroad

u It  is one of the most prominent and influential travel books 
ever written about Europe and the Holy Land. In it, the 
collision of the American “New Barbarians” and the European 
“Old World” provides much comic fodder for Mark 
Twain—and a remarkably perceptive lens on the human 
condition. Gleefully skewering the ethos of American tourism 
in Europe, Twain’s lively satire ultimately reveals just what it 
is that defines cultural identity. As Twain himself points out, 
“Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things 
cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the 
earth all one’s lifetime.” 
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The celebrated Jumping Frog 
of Calaveras County
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The celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County

u  It was one of Twain's earliest writings, and helped 
establish his reputation as a humorist. He eventually 
included it as the title story in his first collection of tales.

u "Jumping Frog" was originally told in epistolary 
form—that is, as a letter—though some reprints of the 
tale has since omitted this letter-frame convention. In 
the story, Twain recounts his visit, made at the request of 
a friend back East, to an old man named Simon Wheeler 
in a California mining camp. Wheeler tells Twain a 
colorful story about another miner, Jim Smiley. According 
to Wheeler, Smiley loved to make bets; he would bet on 
nearly anything. Wheeler relates some of Smile’s more 
famous gambling escapades, one of which concerns a pet 
frog. Critics frequently cite this story as an example of a 
tall tale and note Twain's use of humor and exaggeration. 
They also emphasize the tale's satirical focus on 
storytelling and existing cultural differences between the 
western and eastern regions of the United States. 
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Lynching

u 下图是美国印第安纳1930年，人们带着欢快的心情看着两个黑人被私刑
吊死，就像过节一样热闹。 
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Lynching

u Lynching is the practice whereby a mob--usually 
several dozen or several hundred persons--takes the 
law into its own hands in order to injure and kill a 
person accused of some wrongdoing. The alleged 
offense can range from a serious crime like theft or 
murder to a mere violation of local customs and 
sensibilities. The issue of the victim's guilt is usually 
secondary, since the mob serves as prosecutor, judge, 
jury, and executioner. Due process yields to 
momentary passions and expedient objectives.
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Lynching
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Holy Land
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Hyperbole 
      Hyperbole is a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used   

to emphasize a point, to create humor, or to achieve some 
similar effects. 

  
    For example, 
    1) She was scared to death. 
   2) I’d give the world to see the Great Wall.
   3) I told you a thousand times that you shouldn’t behave like  

that.
   4) Belinda smiled, and all the world was gay. ( A Pope)
   5) Her beauty made the bright world dim. (Shelley) 
   6) I’m sick to death of your everlasting chatter. Do be quiet. 
   7) I have a sea of trouble. 
   8) You are my lifesaver.（ 你是我的救命恩人） 
   9) You are 100% right. 

Rhetorical Devices

Company Logo



10) My back kills me.（ 我的腰痛的厉害） 
11) I could sleep for a whole year.（我太困了） 
12) His amusing performances brought the house 

down. 
13) One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters. 
（一个父亲的作用大于100个教师） 
14) It’s crime to stay inside on such a beautiful day. 
（今天阳光明媚，躲在家里实在太可惜了。） 
15) A drop of ink may make a million think. 
（ 一滴墨水写成的文字可让千万人思索。
16）His eloquence would  split rocks. 
17) Her forehead is boiling hot. 
18) I had millions of interruption this morning. 
19) She is dying to know what job has been assigned 

her. 
20) I love Ophelia: forty thousand brothers could not, 

with all their quality of love. 

Rhetorical Devices
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Euphemism
   Euphemism is a figure of speech in which indirect words 

or phrases are used instead of those that are strictly 
required by truth, or in which mild words and phrases 
are used instead of unpleasant ones. 

   For example: 
   1) If you will allow me , I will call your carriage for you . 
   2) He is a bit off his head.
   3) He was now living at government’s expense. 
   4) He is a bit slow for his age. 
   5) He passed away for a few years. 
   6) I am getting on years. 

Rhetorical Devices
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7) The child is a slow learner( under-achiever). 
8) Excuse me, I've got to answer the nature’s call. 

(use the bathroom; wash one’s hands=go to the 
toilet.) 

9) military action=invasion, raid 
 lay off, ease out = dismiss, sack 
out of pocket, badly off = penniless 
 in embarrassing obligation = in debt 
 senior citizens = old people
sanitation worker; environmental engineer = dustman 
emotional disturbed = mad 
weight-watchers = fat people 
business girl = prostitute

Rhetorical Devices
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Antithesis

   Antithesis is the deliberate arrangement of 
contrasting words or ideas in balanced structural 
forms to achieve force and emphasis. The form of 
the expression is very important for the effect, for 
the force of emphasis, whether for profundity of 
judgment, or humor or for satire, depends chiefly 
on the juxtaposition of direct opposites, of glaring 
contrasts:

   For example, 
   1) Crafty men condemn studies; simple men admire 

them;  and wise men use them. 
    2) Speech is silver, silence is golden. 

Rhetorical Devices
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3) It was the best of times; it was the worst of 
times; it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, 
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of Light, it was the season of 
Darkness, it was the spring of Hope, it was the 
winter of Despair, we had everything before 
us, we had nothing before us, we were all 
going direct to Heaven, we were all going 
direct the other way. (Dickens ----- A Tale of 
Two Cities)

这是最好的时代，也是最坏的时代；这是一个最聪明的时代。
也是一个最愚昧的时代；这是一个相信的时代，也是一个怀
疑的时代，这是一个光明的时代，也是一个黑暗的时代......
这是主后一千七百七十五年的时代。

Rhetorical Devices
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