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Alice  Walker 
• Alice  Walker (born 

February 9, 1944) is an 
American author, poet, 
and activist. She has 
written both fiction and 
essays about race and 
gender. She is best 
known for the critically 
acclaimed novel The 
Color Purple (1982) for 
which she won the 
National Book Award and 
the Pulitzer Prize.Today 
she is still teaching at 
Yale University in New 
Haven纽黑文市（美国康
涅狄格州港市。



Alice  Walker • Personal life
• In 1965, Walker met Melvyn Rosenman 

Leventhal, a Jewish civil rights lawyer. 
They were married on March 17, 1967 
in New York City. Later that year the 
couple relocated to Jackson, 
Mississippi, becoming "the first legally 
married inter-racial couple in 
Mississippi".They were harassed and 
threatened by whites, including the Ku 
Klux Klan. The couple had a daughter 
Rebecca in 1969, who Walker 
described as "a living, breathing, 
mixed-race embodiment of the new 
America that they were trying to forge." 
Walker and her husband divorced 
amicably in 1976. Alice Walker is the 
second cousin of comedian and rap 
artist Reggie Watts. In the mid-1990s, 
Walker was involved in a romance with 
singer-songwriter Tracy Chapman.



Works 
• Novels and short story collections：
• The Third Life of Grange Copeland (1970)
• Meridian (1976) 
• The Color Purple (1982)

– She earned the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award and the 
National Book Critics Circle Award for this novel.  She became the 
first black woman writer to receive the prize. and the movie by 
Steven Spielberg brought both fame and controversy.

• Poetry collections：
• Once (1968)
• Revolutionary Petunias and Other Poems (1973)
• Essays：
• "A letter of the times, or should this sado-masochism be saved?," in 

Against Sadomasochism: A Radical Feminist Analysis, ed. Robin Ruth 
Linden (East Palo Alto, Calif. : Frog in the Well, 1982.) 

• Non-fiction books：
• Warrior Marks (1993)
• In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens: Womanist Prose 



Works 
• The Temple of My Familiar (1989) 
• Possessing the Secret of Joy (1992) 
• By the Light of My Father's Smile (1998) 

• Everyday use was published early in Alice Walker’s writing 
career, appearing in her collection In Love and Trouble: 
Stories of Black Women in 1973. The work was 
enthusiastically reviewed upon publication, and Everyday Use 
has since been called by some critics the best of Walker’s 
short stories.



Awards and Honours 
• Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (1983) 

for The Color Purple
• National Book Award for Fiction 

(1983) for The Color Purple
• O. Henry Award for "Kindred 

Spirits" 1985.
• Honorary Degree from the 

California Institute of the Arts 
(1995)

• American Humanist Association 
named her as "Humanist of the 
Year" (1997)

• The Lillian Smith Award from 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts



Awards and Honours

• The Rosenthal Award from the National Institute of Arts & Letters
• The Radcliffe Institute Fellowship, the Merrill Fellowship, and a 

Guggenheim Fellowship
• The Front Page Award for Best Magazine Criticism from the 

Newswoman's Club of New York
• Induction to the California Hall of Fame in The California Museum 

for History, Women, and the Arts (2006)
• Domestic Human Rights Award from Global Exchange (2007)



African Americans

President Barack Obama at White House 
Easter Egg Roll.
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Representative Figures
• Prominent figures of the African-American Civil Rights Movement: W. E. B. 

Du Bois, Malcolm X, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr.

• 　It’ll be the the ballot or it’ll be the bullet. It’ll be liberty or it’ll be death. 
And if you’re not ready to pay that price don’t use the word freedom in 
your vocabulary. 

• 是选票还是子弹。是自由还是死亡。如果你还没有准备付出代价，那么就请
不要说什么自由。——Malcolm X 《The Ballot or the Bullet》



Representative Figures

• Literature: Many great Afro-American writers are worth mentioning，
especially the Harlem Renaissances : 
– Langston Hughes’s Poetry, Richard Wright’s Native Son, Ralph 

Ellison’s Invisible man, and James Baldwin’s Go Tell It on the 
Mountain。 

– Some contemporary woman writers like the Nobel Prize winner（
1993）Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, Song of Solomon, and Alice 
Walker’s The Colour Purple ,etc..

• Art and Music: Blues—it depicted mostly sad feelings reflecting the 
difficult lives of American blacks. It is usually played and sung by black 
musicians, but it is popular with all Americans now.

• Politics: Some well-known figures in American history: Martin Luther 
King, Condoleezza Rice(赖斯)，Colin Powell(鲍威尔)



African Americans

• African-American history starts in the 17th century with indentured 
servitude（卖身契） in British America （北美属不列颠）and 
progresses onto the election of Barack Obama as the 44th and 
current President of the United States. Between those landmarks 
there were other events and issues, both resolved and ongoing, that 
were faced by African Americans. Some of these were slavery, 
reconstruction, development of the African-American community, 
participation in the great military conflicts of the United States, racial 
segregation and the African Americans make up the single largest 
racial minority in the United States and form the second largest  
racial group after whites in the United States。



African Americans

• African Americans： also referred to as Black 
Americans or Afro-Americans（Aframerican）, and 
formerly as American Negroes are citizens or residents 
of the United States who have origins in any of the black 
populations of Africa. In the United States, the terms are 
generally used for Americans with at least partial Sub-
Saharan African ancestry. Most African Americans are 
the direct descendants of captive Africans who survived 
the slavery era within the boundaries of the present 
United States, although some are—or are descended 
from—immigrants from African, Caribbean, Central 
American or South American nations.As an adjective, 
the term is usually written as African-American.



African Americans

• Total population：
42,020,743 (13.6% of the 
US population)

• Regions with significant 
populations：
Predominantly in the 
Southern United States 
and in urban areas within 
the country



African Americans
• Religion：Predominantly 

Protestant (78%); with 
Roman Catholic (5%) and 
Muslim (1%) minorities, 
and others

• Languages：American 
English、 African 
American Vernacular 
English 、Gullah 
language、Louisiana 
Creole French

Great Migration and Civil 
Rights MovementMount Zion 
United Methodist Churchis the 
oldest African American 
congregation in Washington, 
D.C

Mosque No. 7in Harlem, New York City



Cultural influence in the U.S
• From their earliest presence in North America, African 

Americans have contributed literature, art, agricultural skills, 
foods, clothing styles, music, language, social and 
technological innovation to American culture. The 
cultivation and use of many agricultural products in the U.S., 
such as yams, peanuts, rice, okra, sorghum, grits, 
watermelon, indigo dyes, and cotton, can be traced to 
African and African American influences. Notable examples 
include George Washington Carver, who created 300 
products from peanuts, 118 products from sweet potatoes, 
and 75 from pecans; and George Crum, who invented the 
potato chip in 1853.



Cultural influence in the U.S

• African American music is one 
of the most pervasive African 
American cultural influences in 
the United States today and is 
among the most dominant in 
mainstream popular music. Hip 
hop, R&B, funk, rock and roll, 
soul, blues, and other 
contemporary American 
musical forms originated in 
black communities and 
evolved from other black forms 
of music, including blues, doo-
wop, barbershop, ragtime, 
bluegrass, jazz, and gospel 
music.

The King & Carter Jazzing Orchestra 
photographed in Houston, Texas, January 
1921



Civil Rights Movement
• The desperate conditions of African Americans in the South that 

sparked the Great Migration of the early 20th century, combined with a 
growing African American community in the Northern United States, led 
to a movement to fight violence and discrimination against African 
Americans that, like abolitionism before it, crossed racial lines. The Civil 
Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968 was directed at abolishing racial 
discrimination against African Americans, particularly in the Southern 
United States. The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom and 
the conditions which brought it into being are credited with putting 
pressure on President John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson.

• Johnson put his support behind passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
that banned discrimination in public accommodations, employment, and 
labor unions, and the Voting Rights Act (1965), which expanded federal 
authority over states to ensure black political participation through 
protection of voter registration and elections. By 1966, the emergence 
of the Black Power movement, which lasted from 1966 to 1975, 
expanded upon the aims of the Civil Rights Movement to include 
economic and political self-sufficiency, and freedom from white 
authority



Aim 

• 1. The African-American Civil Rights Movement refers to 
the movements in the United States aimed at outlawing 
racial discrimination against African Americans and 
restoring voting rights in Southern states. 

• the Black Power Movement, which lasted roughly from 
1966 to 1975, enlarged the aims of the Civil Rights 
Movement to include racial dignity, economic and political 
self-sufficiency, and freedom from oppression by white 
Americans.



Characteristics 

• 2. The movement was characterized by major 
campaigns of civil resistance. During the period 
1955–1968, acts of nonviolent protest and civil 
disobedience produced crisis situations between 
activists and government authorities. Federal, 
state, and local governments, businesses, and 
communities often had to respond immediately to 
crisis situations that highlighted the inequities 
faced by African Americans. 



Forms

• 3. Forms of protest and/or civil disobedience 
included boycotts such as the successful 
Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955–1956) in 
Alabama; "sit-ins" such as the influential 
Greensboro sit-ins (1960) in North Carolina; 
marches, such as the Selma to Montgomery 
marches (1965) in Alabama; and a wide range of 
other nonviolent activities.



Legislative Achievements  
• 1). Civil Rights Act of 1964, that banned discrimination based 

on "race, color, religion, or national origin" in employment 
practices and public accommodations;

•  2).the Voting Rights Act of 1965, that restored and protected 
voting rights; many believe that Civil Rights Movement began 
with the Montgomery bus boycott, and ended with the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. While for many activists and some scholars, 
it ended in 1968 with the death of Martin Luther King, Jr.

• 3). the Immigration and Nationality Services Act of 1965, that 
dramatically opened entry to the U.S. to immigrants other than 
traditional European groups; 

• 4). the Fair Housing Act of 1968, that banned discrimination in 
the sale or rental of housing. African Americans re-entered 
politics in the South, and across the country young people were 
inspired to action.
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WE ARE SEEING 
THE WORLD IN 
COLORI have a dream

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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