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教 案

授课章节 Lesson Five（Book 1） Speech on Hitler's Invasion of the U.S.S.R.

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√ ） 实践课（√ ） 教学时数 10学时

授

课

要

点
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（
章
）

节
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目

标

On completion of this lesson, students will be able

1. To know about the related issues and figures in the Second World War.

2. To analyze Churchill’s altitude towards Hitler’s invasion of the U.S.S.R

through the choice of his words in the speech.

3. To grasp the elements of a good speech and the characteristic of speeches..

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

1. To comprehend the aim of Churchill in the speech..

2. To paraphrase some difficult sentences in the speech.

3. To identify and apply the rhetorical devices to guide the reading and

appreciation of a political speech.



思考题

或

作 业

1. When and how did the Germans attack the Soviet Union?

2. What was Churchill’s reaction to the news of Hitler’s invasion of Russia?

3. What policy did Churchill declare Britain would pursue?

4. What, according to Churchill, was Hitler’s motive in invading Russia?

5. How would you comment on Churchill’s role in WWⅡfrom the speech?

教学内容与组织安排



PARTONE GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE TEACHING PLAN
I. Time Allotment
1. Preview-checking; Students’ Presentation ; Introduction 2class hours
2. Text Appreciation; Detailed Discussion of the Text 6class hours
3. Summary of the rhetorical devices used in the speech 1class hours
4. Evaluation and Translation 1class hours
II. Strategies and Activities
1. Students presentation is needed to show their way of accumulating, processing and
applying knowledge and propose the questions they have not solved yet..

2. Questions are largely raised to guide, to check, and to judge students’ understanding of
the text.

3. PPT and video are applied to assist illustration.
4. Classroom discussion will be applied on appreciation of the text.
5. Other world-renowned speeches will be introduced to students for appreciation.
III. Requirement
1. Before the class students are expected to do the research about several aspects of WWⅡ

respectively, including the beginning phase of the war in European continent;
Soviet-German War and some key figures in WWⅡ.

2. Find the clue in the text and relate it to the background.
3. Take necessary notes in class and learn actively under the guidance of the teacher.
4. Ask students their opinions on the certain topic..
IV. Evaluation
Quiz will be arranged to check whether or not students can achieve the teaching aim on

completion of this lesson.

PART TWO TEACHING PLAN OFTHE TEXT

I. Preview-checking
A. Led-in questions.
1. What do you know of Winston Churchill?
2. Do you know when World War II broke out? What else do you know about it?

B. Students’ presentation on background information
1. Background of Hitler’s invasion of the U.S.S. R
As early as 1925, Hitler suggested in Mein Kampf ("My Struggle") that he would invade the Soviet

Union, asserting that the German people needed Lebensraum and that these should be sought in the east.
Nazi racial ideology cast the Soviet Union as populated by "Untermenschen" ethnic Slavs ruled by their
"Jewish Bolshevik" masters. Mein Kampf said Germany's destiny was to turn "to the East" as it did "six
hundred years ago" and "the end of the Jewish domination in Russia will also be the end of Russia as a
State." Thereafter, Hitler spoke of an inescapable battle against "pan-Slav ideals", in which victory would
lead to "permanent mastery of the world", though he said they would "walk part of the road with the
Russians, if that will help us." Accordingly, it was Nazi stated policy to kill, deport, or enslave the Russian
and other Slavic populations and repopulate the land with Germanic peoples.

The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact had been signed shortly before the German and Soviet invasion of
Poland in 1939. It was ostensibly a non-aggression pact but secret protocols outlined an agreement

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mein_Kampf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensraum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_policy_of_Nazi_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Untermensch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Bolshevism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deportation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molotov-Ribbentrop_Pact
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_invasion_of_Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_invasion_of_Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-aggression_pact


between the Third Reich and the Soviet Union on the division of the border states between them. The pact
surprised the world because of the parties' mutual hostility and their competing ideologies. As a result of
the pact, Germany and the Soviet Union had reasonably strong diplomatic relations and an important
economic relationship. The countries entered a trade pact in 1940, in which the Soviets received German
military and industrial equipment in exchange for raw materials, such as oil, to help Germany circumvent
a British blockade.

But despite the parties' ongoing relations, both sides were strongly suspicious of each others'
intentions. After Germany entered the Axis Pact with Japan and Italy, it began negotiations about a
potential Soviet entry into the pact. After two days of negotiations in Berlin from November 12–14,
Germany presented a proposed written agreement for Soviet entry into the Axis. The Soviet Union offered
a written counterproposal agreement on 25 November 1940, to which Germany did not respond. As both
sides began colliding with each other in Eastern Europe, conflict appeared more likely, though they signed
a border and commercial agreement addressing several open issues in January 1941.

2 Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL, (30 November 1874 – 24 January 1965) was a British politician and

statesman known for his leadership of the United Kingdom during the Second World War (WWII). He is
widely regarded as one of the great wartime leaders. He served as Prime Minister twice (1940–45 and
1951–55). A noted statesman and orator, Churchill was also an officer in the British Army, a historian, a
writer, and an artist. To date, he is the only British prime minister to have received the Nobel Prize in
Literature, and he was the first person created an honorary citizen of the United States.
Churchill was born into the aristocratic family of the Dukes of Marlborough. His father, Lord Randolph
Churchill, was a charismatic politician who served as Chancellor of the Exchequer; his mother, Jenny
Jerome, an American socialite. As a young army officer, he saw action in British India, the Sudan and the
Second Boer War. He gained fame as a war correspondent and through books he wrote about his
campaigns.

At the forefront of politics for fifty years, he held many political and cabinet positions. Before WWI,
he served as President of the Board of Trade, Home Secretary and First Lord of the Admiralty as part of
the Asquith Liberal government. During the war, he continued as First Lord of the Admiralty until the
disastrous Gallipoli Campaign, which he had sponsored, caused his departure from government. He then
served briefly on the Western Front, commanding the 6th Battalion of the Royal Scots Fusiliers. He
returned to government as Minister of Munitions, Secretary of State for War, and Secretary of State for Air.
In the interwar years, he served as Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Conservative (Baldwin) government
of 1924-29, controversially returning Britain to the gold standard.

Out of office and politically "in the wilderness" during the 1930s, Churchill took the lead in warning
about the danger from Hitler and in campaigning for rearmament. On the outbreak of WWII, he was again
appointed First Lord of the Admiralty. Following the resignation of Neville Chamberlain on 10 May 1940,
Churchill became Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. His steadfast refusal to consider defeat,
surrender or a compromise peace helped inspire British resistance, especially during the difficult early
days of the War when Britain stood alone in its active opposition to Hitler. Churchill was particularly noted
for his speeches and radio broadcasts, which helped inspire the British people and the embattled Allied
forces. He led Britain as Prime Minister until victory had been secured over Nazi Germany.
After the Conservative Party lost the 1945 election, he became Leader of the Opposition. In 1951, he again
became Prime Minister, before retiring in 1955. Upon his death, the Queen granted him the honour of a
state funeral, which saw one of the largest assemblies of world statesmen ever.
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3Adolf Hitler(1889-1945)
Adolf Hitler was an Austrian-born German politician and the leader of the National Socialist German

Workers Party (abbreviated NSDAP), commonly known as the Nazi Party. He was Chancellor of Germany
from 1933 to 1945, and served as head of state as Führer und Reichskanzler from 1934 to 1945.

A decorated veteran of World War I, Hitler joined the precursor of the Nazi Party (DAP) in 1919, and
became leader of NSDAP in 1921. He attempted a failed coup d'etat known as the Beer Hall Putsch, which
occurred at the Bürgerbräukeller beer hall in Munich on November 8–9, 1923. Hitler was imprisoned for
one year due to the failed coup, and wrote his memoir, "My Struggle" , while imprisoned. After his release
on December 20, 1924, he gained support by promoting Pan-Germanism, anti-semitism, anti-capitalism,
and anti-communism with charismatic oratory and propaganda. He was appointed chancellor on January
30, 1933, and transformed the Weimar Republic into the Third Reich, a single-party dictatorship based on
the totalitarian and autocratic ideology of Nazism.

Hitler ultimately wanted to establish a New Order of absolute Nazi German hegemony in continental
Europe. To achieve this, he pursued a foreign policy with the declared goal of seizing Lebensraum for
the Aryan people; directing the resources of the state towards this goal. This included the rearmament of
Germany, which culminated in 1939 when the Wehrmacht invaded Poland. In response, the United
Kingdom and France declared war against Germany, leading to the outbreak of World War II in Europe.

Within three years, German forces and their European allies had occupied most of Europe, and most of
Northern Africa, and the Japanese forces had occupied parts of East and Southeast Asia and the Pacific
Ocean. However, with the reversal of the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union, the Allies gained the upper
hand from 1942 onwards. By 1944, Allied armies had invaded German-held Europe from all sides. Nazi
forces engaged in numerous violent acts during the war, including the systematic murder of as many as
17 million civilians, including an estimated six million Jews targeted in the Holocaust and between
500,000 and 1,500,000 Roma, added to the Poles, Soviet civilians, Soviet prisoners of war, people with
disabilities, homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, and other political and religious opponents.

In the final days of the war, during the Battle of Berlin in 1945, Hitler married his long-time mistress
Eva Braun and, to avoid capture by Soviet forces, the two committed suicide less than two days later on 30
April 1945. While Hitler is most remembered for his central role in World War II and the Holocaust, his
government left behind other legacies as well, including the Volkswagen, the Autobahn and rocket
technology.
II. Text Appreciation; Detailed Discussion of the Text
A. Detailed study

1. Speech, address, oration, lecture, talk
2. When I awoke on the morning of Sunday, the 22 nd , the news was brought to me of Hitler’s
invasion of Russia.
(1) What news?
(2) awaken (awakened, awakened) awake (awoke, awoke; awaked, awaked)

wake (waked, waked; woke, woken) waken (wakened, wakened)
3. This changed conviction into certainty.
Conviction usu. implies previous doubt or uncertainty, which has been removed because
One has been convinced or assured of the truth. It stresses one's objective reaction to evidence rather than
the objective validity of evidence itself. Therefore it commonly applied to the state of mind of one who has
been in the process of being convinced.
Paraphrasing: in the past it was my belief that Hitler would soon attack the Soviet Union; but now it was
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no longer a belief, it had become a fact.
4. I had not the slightest doubt where our duty and our policy lay. Nor indeed what to say.
Nor indeed what to say= Nor had I indeed the slightest doubt as to what I was to (should) say.
5. There only remained the task of composing it.
It= what I was to say.
Paraphrasing: The only task left was to put what I was going to say into shape/ work out the statement.
6 I asked that notice should immediately be given that I would broadcast at 9 o’clock that night.
Give notice= inform the BBC
7. Presently General Dill, who had hastened down from London, came into my bedroom with detailed
news.
(1) presently: before long, shortly, soon
(2) hasten: move fast (More haste, less speed= haste makes waste)
8. The Germans had invaded Russia on an enormous front, had surprised a large portion of the Soviet Air
Force grounded on the airfields, and seemed to be driving forward with great rapidity and violence.
(1) Paraphrasing: when the Germans attacked, they took the Russians by surprise and destroyed a high
percentage of Soviet airplanes before they could take off.
(2) Paraphrasing: they seemed to be advancing rapidly, and their attack was fierce.
9. The chief of the Imperial General Staff added, “I suppose they would be rounded up in hordes.”
Paraphrasing: I think the Red army men will be surrounded and captured in surprisingly large numbers.
10. The main idea of the 1st paragraph: hearing the news that Hitler invaded Russia, I decided to broadcast
at 9 o’clock that night. General Dill brought me detailed news on how heavily the Germans attacked
Russia.
11. I spent the day composing my statement.
12 there was not time to consult the War Cabinet, nor was it necessary.
(1) consult: to go to a person, a book for advice, information or opinion,
(2) the War Cabinet: on May 10, 1940, Churchill formed a national government (coalition Gov.) with him
as the Prime Minister and Attlee from the Labor Party as the Deputy Prime Minister.
13 I knew that we all felt the same on this issue.(have the same attitude; share the same view)
issue: (1) a matter that is in dispute between two or more parties, the point at which an unsettled matter is
ready for a decision.
(2) the act of publishing or officially giving out or making available.
(3) be at issue: of importance, under consideration.
14. Mr. Eden, Lord Beaverbrook, and Sir Stafford Cripps--- he had left Moscow on the 10th --- were also
with me during the day.
15 the main idea of Paragraph 2: I was preparing the statement during the whole day.
16 The following account of this Sunday at Chequers by my Private Secretary, Mr. Colville, who was on
duty this weekend, may be of interest.
(1) Chequers: a historic Tudor mansion in Buckinghamshire, 35 miles NW of London, presented to the
government by Lord and Lady Lee of Fareham 1917.
(2) be of interest: excite or hold one’s attention
17 “On Saturday, June 21, I went down to Chequers just before dinner. Mr. and Mrs. Winant, Mr. and Mrs.
Eden, and Edward Bridges were staying.
(1) Winant: John GWinant, American government official and diplomat, US ambassador to G.B.
(2) Edward Bridges: Secretary of the Cabinet



18 During dinner Mr. Churchill said that a German attack on Russia was now certain, and
he thought that Hitler was counting on enlisting Capitalist and Right Wing sympathies in this
country and the USA
(1) Right Wing: the more conservative or reactionary section a political party, group, etc. they are least in
favor of social change.
(2) Paraphrasing: Hitler was hoping that if he attacked Russia, he would win in Britain and the US the
support of those who were enemies of Communism.
19 Hitler was, however, wrong and we should go all out to help Russia.
go all out: to spare no effort, to make one's utmost effort
20 Winant said the same would be true of the USA.
be true of: be the same case, be suitable to; be true concerning/ as regards
Paraphrasing: the US would do the same; adopt the same attitude.
21 the main idea of the 4 th paragraph: Mr Churchill said to the guests that Hitler was wrong if he counted
on capitalist and Right Wing sympathies.
22 After dinner, when I was walking on the croquet lawn with Mr. Churchill, he reverted to this theme, and
Iasked whether for him,, the arch anti-Communist, this was not bowing down in the House of Rimmon.
Q: You are not doing sth. against your own beliefs, are you? A: No, not at all.
(1) allusion: something said/written that mentions a subject, person etc. indirectly
(2) Paraphrasing: I asked whether he was not renouncing his previous attitude towards communism;
whether he was not changing his position since he had all along been opposed to communism (whether
having to help Russia was against his principle/unwilling or reluctant since he was an ant-communist at
heart).
23 Mr. Churchill replied, ‘Not at all. I have only one purpose, the destruction of Hitler, and my life is much
simplified thereby.
thereby: by that means, by doing or saying that
24 If Hitler invaded Hell I would make at least a favorable reference to the Devil in the House of
Commons.
(1) Devil – Satan, most powerful evil spirit, the leader of the angels who rebelled against God and who
were cast out of heaven. He and his followers are seen as tempter of man and the source of evil in the
world.
(2) House of Commons: Lower House. (House of Lords: Upper House)
(3) Paraphrasing: if Hitler should attack Hell, a most hated place, I would still say a word in favor of the
Devil, the foe of mankind, in the House of Commons; I would say a word in favor of anyone who is
attacked by Hitler, no matter how bad, how wicked or evil he had been in the past.
25 the main idea of the 5th paragraph: Mr. Churchill was determined to defeat Hitler with the Communist
Russia.
26. I was awoken at 4 a. m. the following morning by a telephone message from the F. O. to the effect that
Germany had attacked Russia.
(1) the F. O. = the Foreign Office
(2) to the effect: with the information that, generally meaning that.
27 The P. M. had always said that he was never to be woken up for anything but invasion. I therefore
postponed telling him till 8 a.m. His only comment was, ‘Tell the BBC I will broadcast at 9 tonight.’
comment: remark expressing an opinion, judgment (written or spoken)
28 He began to prepare the speech at 11 a.m., and except for luncheon, at which Sir Stafford Cripps, Lord



Cranborne, and Lord Beaverbrook were present, he devoted the whole day to it…the speech was only
ready at twenty minutes to nine.”
Except for: (1) apart from: Except for an old lady, the bus was empty. He answered all questions except for
the last one.
(2) But for/ if it were not for/ without
29 the main idea of the 6 th paragraph: Ever since his private secretary Mr. Colville, reported the telephone
message to him at 8 a.m., Mr. Churchill had been preparing the speech by 20 to 9 p.m.
30 In this broadcast I said: “The Nazi regime is indistinguishable from the worst features of
Communism.(both of them are the worst/ equally bad)
Paraphrasing: The Nazi state does not have any ideal or guiding principle at all. All it has is a strong desire
for conquest and rule by the “Aryan” race, the allegedly most superior race in the world.
32 it excels all forms of human wickedness in the efficiency of its cruelty and ferocious aggression.
Paraphrasing: The Nazi regime is extremely cruel and it has invaded other countries in a most savage way.
It can carry out its cruel invasions so effectively that it beats / surpasses any action of this kind in human
history.
The Nazi regime is very effective in cruel suppression of and savage attack on other countries, in this
respect it is worse than any other known form of evil.
33 No one has been a more consistent opponent of Communism than I have for the last twenty-five years.
Paraphrasing: for the past 25 years I have always been the firmest opponent of Communism and have
never changed my position
34 I will unsay no word that I have spoken about it.
(1) unsay: take back or retract (what has been said); withdraw or disavow (a statement/ promise)
(2) paraphrasing: I will not take back a single word of what Ihave said about communism.
The author makes it very clear that he remains an anti-communist politician and he feels no twinge of
conscience for what he had said about communism. This positive, unyielding statement makes the contrast
brought about in the following sentence more striking.
35 But all this fades away before the spectacle which is now unfolding.
Paraphrasing: But compared to the painful sight that is now opening out to our view, all the evils of
communism and my opposition to it become insignificant. The evils of communism mean nothing as
compared with the crimes committed by Nazi Germany on Soviet soil. So Ishall bury past differences.
36 The past, with its crimes, its follies, and its tragedies, flashes away.
(1) Paraphrasing: let’s forget the past: the crimes the communist regime committed, the foolish things it
did and the tragic suffering of its people.
(2) Periodic sentence: p s achieves forcefulness by suspense. The essential elements in the sentence are
withheld until the end.
Parallelism: for rhythm and emphasis.
37 I see the Russian soldiers standing on the threshold of their native land, guarding the fields which their
fathers have tilled from time immemorial.
Paraphrasing: on which their ancestors have worked from ancient times.
38 I see them guarding their homes where mothers and wives pray – ah, yes, for there are times when all
pray – for the safety of their loved ones, the return of the bread-winner, of their champion, of their
protector.
For there are (critical) times when all pray: there are times when everyone, without exception, will pray.
Even the Russians will pray. Sometimes, at critical moments, everyone—even communists – turn to



prayer. Ethnocentrism, a common characteristic of virtually any cultural entity. It’s an example of
projecting one’s own beliefs and culture onto the rest of the world. It is based on an assumption of human
nature which allows people to universalize the traits and beliefs of particular cultures.
39 I see the ten thousand villages of Russia where the means of existence is wrung so hardly from the soil,
but where there are still primordial human joys, where maidens laugh and children play.
(1) means of existence: way, method
Here: food and clothing to keep people alive, things for people to survive
(2) wring: to press hard on, squeeze, to get by force. This word basically applies to a compressive twisting
together, often to extract. It implies a forcing that suggests a physical wringing. Metaphor.
(3) Paraphrasing: where people have to work very hard on the land in order to keep the family going;
where people have to do back-breaking work to wring a little food out the poor soil.
(4) Paraphrasing: Although life is hard, people still enjoy basic human pleasures; life is hard but it is not
without the kind of human pleasures that are shared by all.
40 I see advancing upon all this in hideous onslaught the Nazi war machine, with its clanking,
heel-clicking, dandified Prussian officers, its crafty expert agents fresh from the cowing and tying down of
a dozen countries.
(1) I see the Nazi war machine advancing upon all this in hideous onslaught--- I can see the Nazi army
launching violent attacks on all this: villages, the peasants and their primordial joys.
(2) Onomatopoeia , Alliteration
clicking: the sound of spurs and the metal piece underneath the soles
Heel-clicking: referring to the noise made by the boots of the officers coming to attention and shouting
“Heil Hitler”
(3) Paraphrasing: the SS agents who specialize in genocide and who have just accomplished the task of
crushing and enslaving a dozen countries.
41 I see also the dull, drilled, docile, brutish masses of the Hun soldiery plodding on like a swarm of
crawling locusts.
(1) Hun: member of one of the Asiatic peoples who ravaged Europe in the 4th and 5th centuries AD.
(2) Simile: the German soldiers= locusts (one thing in common: the spreading of destruction)
(3) Paraphrasing: the German soldiers are stupid, obedient, easy to manage, savage. They move on in
massive formation from one place to another, sowing destruction and death, just like a large crowd of
moving locusts, eating up everything in the fields.
42 I see the German bombers and fighters in the sky, still smarting from many a British whipping,
delighted to find what they believe is an easier and a safer prey.
Paraphrasing: the Luftwaffe (the Nazi air force) have suffered severe losses in the aerial Battle of England.
Now they feel happy because they think they can easily beat the Russian air force without heavy loss.
43 the main idea of the 8 th paragraph: the Nazi regime is so wicked that I the most consistent opponent of
communism have to lend a hand to Russia, which is suffering from Nazi’s hideous onslaught.
44 “Behind all this glare, behind all this storm, I see that small group of villainous men who plan, organize
and launch this cataract of horrors upon mankind…”
Paraphrasing: Behind all this hostility and fighting I see that small group of wicked men who make the
world suffer untold miseries and unparalleled disasters.
Paragraph 8-9: Scenario on both sides of the border (to arouse emotion)
45 “I have to declare the decision of His Majesty’s Government—and I feel sure it is a decision in which
the great Dominions will in due course concur—for we must speak out now at once, without a day’s delay.



(1) Paraphrasing: I am sure that our Dominions will agree with us in proper time.
(2) Churchill does not declare the decision in the name of the Dominions because they are independent
governments and Churchill does not have the power to declare war in their names. If Churchill wants to
does so, he has to consult them beforehand. Since he must make known the decision at once and there is
no time for consultation, he has to declare the decision in the name of the British Government.
46 I have to make the declaration, but can you doubt what our policy will be? We have but one aim and
one single, irrevocable purpose.
(1) Rhetorical question= interrogation: interrogation asks a question not in order to obtain an answer, but
for the purpose of making an assertion in a striking and lively way.
(2) Repetition: the repeated use of the same/ synonymous words, to add force, clearness or balance to a
sentence. E.g. aim/ purpose.
47 We are resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi regime.
Paraphrasing: from Hitler, a single man, to the whole regime and not only the regime but
every sign showing there once existed such a regime
48 From this nothing will turn us—nothing.
(1) inversion: repetition for emphasis
(2) there is nothing which can head us off from this purpose or divert our attention.
49 We will never parley, we will never negotiate with Hitler or any of his gang.
(1) Parallelism+ repetition
(2) parley: (old-fashioned) Parley stresses the talk involving the discussion of terms for armistice, while
Negotiate implies compromise or bargaining.
50 We shall fight him by land, we shall fight him by sea, we shall fight him in the air, until, with God’s
help, we have rid the earth of his shadow and liberated its peoples from his yoke.
(1) Parallelism
(2) Paraphrasing: to free the world from Hitler’s domination and to liberate all peoples from his control.
51 Any man or state who fights on against Nazidom will have our aid. Any man or state who marches with
Hitler is our foe…
Periodic sentence /parallelism/ antithesis
52 That is our policy and that is our declaration. It follows therefore that we shall give whatever help we
can to Russia and the Russian people.
Repetition (meaning), parallelism (form)
53 We shall appeal to all our friends and allies in every part of the world to take the same course and
pursue it, as we shall faithfully and steadfastly to the end…
Repetition (faithfully, steadfastly)
54 the main idea of the 10 th paragraph: To destroy Hitler and the Nazi regime, Churchill called on the
Dominions to give whatever help they can to Russia and the Russian people.
55 “This is no class war, but a war in which the whole British Empire and Commonwealth of Nations is
engaged, without distinction of race, creed, or party.
(1)The British Empire: the United Kingdom+ its colonies and protectorates.
The Commonwealth: the United Kingdom + its former colonies but now independent nations
(2) paraphrasing: no matter what your nationality is, what religious belief you have or what political party
you belong to; paying no attention to any difference in nationality, religious belief, or party affiliation.
56 It is not for me to speak of the action of the United States, but this I will say: If Hitler imagines that his
attack on Soviet Russia will cause the slightest divergence of aims or slackening of effort in the great



democracies who are resolved upon his doom, he is woefully mistaken.
(1) Paraphrasing: I am not in a position to say what action the U S should take.
(2) Paraphrasing: Hitler will realize that he is deplorably wrong in thinking that since he is fighting
Communism, the West will stand by and let him destroy the Soviet Union and will not fight him as hard as
they are now doing; Hitler may think that since he fighting the Soviet Union which the West opposed in
the past, the West will not be so determined in fighting and destroying Nazi Germany. If he had that
assumption in mind when he attacked the Soviet Union, he will find that he is deplorably wrong and will
have to pay for it.
(3) periodic sentence
57 On the contrary, we shall be fortified and encouraged in our efforts to rescue mankind from his tyranny.
Paraphrasing: no, we will not do that (diverge in our aims or slacken our efforts). Instead, we will fight
with greater courage and redouble our efforts in the struggle to end fascism.
58 We shall be strengthened and not weakened in determination and in resources.
(1) parallelism
(2) Paraphrasing: we shall be more determined and shall make better and fuller use of our resources. We
shall not relax our efforts; we shall bring our resources into fuller play.
59 the main idea of Paragraph 11: the whole British Empire and Commonwealth of Nations and the U S
should be engaged, fortified or encouraged so as to rescue mankind from Hitler’s tyranny.
Paragraph 10-11: What we should do.
60 This is no time to moralize on the follies of countries and Governments which have allowed themselves
to be struck down one by one, when by united action they could have saved themselves and saved the
world from this catastrophe.
(1) This is not the appropriate time for moralizing on the follies.
(2) Paraphrasing: what we need now is not tedious explanation of how foolish those countries and
governments were in letting themselves be overrun by Germany one by one without forming a united front
to fight Germany. If they had fought in a united way, they might have saved themselves and therefore
saved the world.
61 But when I spoke a few minutes ago of Hitler’s blood-lust and the hateful appetites which have
impelled or lured him on his Russian adventure I said there was one deeper motive behind his outrage.
Paraphrasing: When I mentioned Hitler’s insatiable desire for conquest which has driven him to attack
Russia, I said there was another and more important reason for his adventure.
62 He wishes to destroy the Russian power because he hopes that if he succeeds in this he will be able to
bring back the main strength of the Army and Air Force from the East and hurl it upon this Island, which
he knows he must conquer or suffer the penalty of his crimes.
Paraphrasing: he wants to destroy Russia so that he can crush Britain. If he can not conquer Britain, he will
be destroyed/punished for the crimes he had committed. This reveals Churchill’s psychology as an
imperialist, a champion of the British Empire. To him, Britain is still the center of the world.
63 His invasion of Russia is no more than a prelude to an attempted invasion of the British Isles.
(1) prelude: introductory movement, Here: an event that serves as an introduction, that paves the way for
his planned invasion.
(2) Paraphrasing: His invasion of Russia will pave the way for his planned invasion of the British Isles.
64 He hopes, no doubt, that all this may be accomplished before the winter comes, and that he can
overwhelm Great Britain before the Fleet and air-power of the United States may intervene.
Paraphrasing: Obviously he hopes that he can bring his Russian campaign to a successful end before



winter sets in and that he can crush/ conquer Britain before the U S can come to her help.
65 He hopes that he may once again repeat, upon a greater scale than ever before, that process of
destroying his enemies one by one by which he has so long thrived and prospered, and that then the scene
will be clear for the final act, without which all his conquests would be in vain—namely, the subjugation
of the Western Hemisphere to his will and to his system.
Paraphrasing: he hopes that he may make fuller use of the strategy of destroying the enemies one by one
since he has so far been very successful in employing this tactic, and that then there will be nothing to
prevent Hitler from conquering all the countries in the West Hemisphere, which he must do if he wants to
bring the whole world under his control.
66 the main idea of the 12 th paragraph: Churchill is convincing his people that Hitler’s invasion of Russia
is just the prelude to the planned invasion of the GB and Hitler is sure to invade the G B. Without the
conquest of the G B/the subjugation of the Western Hemisphere---the final act, all of Nazi’s conquests
would be in vain.
67 “The Russian danger is therefore our danger, and the danger of the United States, just as the cause of
any Russian fighting for his hearth and home is the cause of free men and free peoples in every quarter of
the globe.
(1) hearth: the area around the fire in one's home, esp. the floor or the fireplace hearth and home: (poetic)
home and its comforts/ home and family life (alliteration)
(2) in every quarter of the globe: in every part of the world
68 Let us learn the lessons already taught by such cruel experience.
Paraphrasing: we should bear in mind the fact that Hitler had been successful because many European
governments had allowed themselves to be struck down one by one. This time we should all support the
Soviet Union and shouldn’t let Hitler repeat his tactics.
69 Let us redouble our exertions, and strike with united strength while life and power remain.”
(1) Parallelism
(2) Paraphrasing: Let us strengthen our unity and our efforts in the fight against Nazi Germany when we
have not yet been overwhelmed and when we are still powerful.
70 the main idea of the last paragraph: the Russian danger is our danger, let us strengthen our joint efforts
to defeat Hitler.
Paragraphs 12-13: Further persuasion, to convince the audience of the justification of the
decision.
B. Text appreciation
1. Elements of a great speech
According to Demosthenes, the father of Greek oratory, there are four elements of a great speech.
(1). A Great Person
You may not be the president of the United States or even president of your company. You may not have

won any awards or public recognition. And few people outside your circle of acquaintances may know
your name. But you have to be the best you can be.
APPLICATION: You can adapt what your say –changing emphasis here and there, substituting

examples or stories when appropriate –to better address the needs and concerns of different audiences. But
you have to be yourself because you can't be anyone else anyway. Let your true self –your best self –come
through in what you talk about and in how you talk about it.
(2) A Noteworthy Event
Experienced speakers know that the event –the schedule, location, room setup, logistics, etc. –can do



more to support or to sabotage your speech than just about anything.
APPLICATION: Know what you're getting yourself into before you agree to speak. Turn down speaking

opportunities that aren't worth your time or that will reflect poorly on what you or on your topic. Work
with the people who are responsible for the event to refine its purpose, schedule, and setup. And always
show up early to check out the venue and to make last minute adjustments.
(3) A Compelling Message
A compelling message is an idea with the power to change people's lives, if only in a small way,

expressed in the clearest, most compelling words.
APPLICATION: Develop one idea per speech. (It's got to be a good idea, mind you.) And ask yourself,

is it clear? Does it address the audience's concerns? Is it something that the audience can use to better their
lives?
(4) AMasterful Delivery
A masterful delivery depends on any number of elements, such as planting your feet, making eye

contact, and projecting your voice. But it's more than technique. It's about projecting yourself.
APPLICATION: The more confident and comfortable you are, the more natural and powerful your

delivery will be. So, first of all, do whatever you can to make yourself at ease. Then use your natural
gestures and tone of voice, only be a little bit larger and a lit bit louder.
2. Rhetorical devices

Metaphor
Simile
Onomatopoeia
Periodical sentence
Rhetorical question
Repetition
Antithesis
Parallelism
Assonance
Alliteration
Inversion

3. Type of Literature
The speech is a piece of argumentation.
(1) The purpose of argumentation （what is true against what is false）
---to persuade, that is, to defend what is true and to attack what is false by reasoning.
(to persuade or ask the British people to give help to Russian by declaring British government’s
stance to fight against evil Nazi regime led by Hitler.)
(2) Ways of developing the argumentation
---by deduction (reasoning from general principles to a particular case.)
(the declarations of the British government’s stance: any man or states who fights on against Nazidom
will have our aid; any man or states who marches with Hitler is our foe. General)
(Para.11,12 are specific explanations of the British government’s stance: the whole British Empire, the
Commonwealth, the United States, and the U.S.S.R are now friends.)
---by induction (methods of logical reasoning which obtains or discovers the general laws from
particular facts or examples.)
(Seven sentences beginning with “I see…” give seven specific pictures to call for the emergency of



the actions on supporting the U.S.S.R.)
(Para 12: analysis of the deeper motive behind Hitler’s invasion of Russia---to conquer the British
islands---therefore, the Russian danger is our danger).
Combination of the deduction and induction: the reach the purpose of arousing the audience to
co-work with any possible force to fight against the Nazi regime.
(3) The thesis: we should give our help and support to the U.S.S.R to fight against Hitler as our stance
is that any man or state who fights on against Hitler will have our aid, and any man or state who
marches with Hitler is our foe.

III. Evaluation
A. Quiz
B. Translate the sentences with given expressions in the text book. (do exercise X)

Ⅳ. Expand reading


